Serum haptoglobin types in patients with hemoglobinopathies.
Haptoglobin types were determined in 626 individuals living in the State of São Paulo (Brazil). Of these, 484 had Hb AA, 31 major beta thalassemia, 43 minor beta thalassemia, 14 Hb SS, and 54 Hb AS. Frequency distribution of the three most common types observed among patients with type beta thalassemia differed significantly from that observed in the Caucasian group with Hb AA. There was a significant increase in Hp 1-1, which led us to assume that these disorders participate in a selective process acting on haptoglobins and altering the equilibrium of their frequencies. This relationship was not observed when we compared patients with Hb SS and Hb AS with Black patients with Hb AA, although the type most often observed among patients with Hb SS was Hp 1-1. The distributions of Hp groups observed among Caucasian and Black patients with Hb AA were similar to those obtained by other investigators for the South and Southeast regions of Brazil, with the exception of Rio de Janeiro.